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INTRODUCTION

Valor Christian Academy — Online Pathway offers the best in online instruction along with
the opportunity to be part of our on-campus community in Redondo Beach, California. Attend
classes from the comfort of your home, then join us in person for sports, fellowship, field trips,
special events, and more.

Our Online Pathway is a Christ-centered program (Statement of Faith) available for students in
Kindergarten through 8th grade.

This Program Overview includes a detailed description of our Online Instruction as well as the
many ways students can participate in Valor’s in-person activities throughout the year.
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ONLINE INSTRUCTION

All core subjects are taught online in a live, virtual classroom by credentialed teachers. The
online portion of our program is conducted via our partnership with Pathway Christian Prep
Academy.

Students participate in their online sessions throughout our Online Pathway calendar year,
Monday through Friday, excluding any scheduled holidays or non-instructional days (which
appear on the Online Pathway Calendar).

Though there might be students from locations around the United States, class schedules are
based on Pacific Standard Time, and typically take place between 8 AM and noon.

Class sizes range average 6-8 students with a maximum of 12 students.

During live instructional time, students can see and interact with their teacher and other students
via their online portal.

Students can also get additional tutoring from their teachers in small groups outside of class time,
and supplemental video lessons are available.

Need to miss a class for an appointment or other activity? No problem—all live sessions are
taped and are available for review.

We use Map Growth for our Standardized Testing in our online school.

In addition to the core subjects—Bible, English Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies, and
Science—students also participate in the following co-curricular and extra-curricular events
online: Art, PE (Physical Education), weekly Chapel, and Community Events.

Students enrolled in our Online Pathway will receive Quarterly Report Cards from Valor
Christian Academy. All Transcripts will be from Valor, and students completing Kindergarten,
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5th grade, and 8th grade have the opportunity of joining us for in-person graduation and
promotion ceremonies.

All online instruction and curriculum are included in our Online Pathway Tuition.

Details regarding curriculum and instruction for each grade level can be found in the Appendix
at the end of this document.

Accreditation & ACSI
Valor Christian Academy is fully accredited by WASC (Western Association of Schools and
Colleges) at WASC’s highest level of accreditation.

Pathway Christian Prep Academy is fully accredited by Cognia (previously AdvancED).

Both Valor Christian Academy and Pathway Christian Prep Academy are members of ACSI
(Association of Christian Schools International).
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IN-PERSON COMMUNITY

Students in our Online Pathway program will have many opportunities throughout the year to be
a part of our amazing Valor community. These opportunities will provide your child with regular
engagement with other students at in-person events.

Chapel

Weekly Chapel services are an important part of student life at Valor Christian Academy. There
are two separate chapel services, one for TK-5th Grade students and the other for Middle School
students. Chapel programs include a time of worship followed by spiritual instruction, guest
speakers, testimonies, inspirational films, drama, or special music programs. We encourage all
students and parents to attend and participate in our weekly Chapel.

Students can participate in Chapel on our Valor campus, or with their online classmates in a
weekly Virtual Chapel.

Sports

Valor has a thriving Sports program with high levels of participation by our Middle School
students. 5th grade students are also invited to participate in our Middle School Sports program,
though they will be competing mostly with students in 6th-8th grade.

Practice and games take place after school, starting at 3:20 PM.

We participate in the South Bay Athletic League, competing against other local private schools in
the following sports:

Fall
Boys Soccer
Girls Volleyball

Winter
Boys Basketball
Girls Soccer

Spring
Boys Volleyball
Girls Basketball
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Athletes who participate in Valor Athletics are invited, along with their parents, to a special
Sports Banquet at the end of the year to celebrate their efforts and accomplishments.

Middle School Electives

Students in our Online Pathway program are welcome to take our Middle School Electives,
which take place toward the end of the school day after online classes have been completed. We
offer a variety of electives that rotate throughout the three years of Middle School, including
Mechanical Engineering, Honors Math, Personal Finance, Spanish, Italian, Latin, Shakespeare,
Chapel Band, Speech, Yearbook, Art Appreciation, Fine Arts, Study Skills, and more.

Back-to-School Beach Night

A family favorite, Back-to-School Beach Night is a time to gather the family, bring a picnic
dinner, and head to the beach to spend time with our Valor families and staff.
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Field Trips & Other Grade Level Trips

Students in 1st through 8th grade attend approximately two off-campus field trips throughout the
year to places such as Aquarium of the Pacific, Tanaka Farms, Los Angeles Zoo, California
Science Center, Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum, and more.

In addition to field trips, there are other great events that take place starting in 6th grade (trips
can vary year-to-year depending on availability and other factors):

6th-8th Grade: Quarterly Community Service projects, including beach clean-up and
visits to local retirement homes for crafts, games, and Christmas carols

6th-8th Grade: Reality Student Apologetics Conference with STR (Stand to Reason)

6th & 7th Grade: 5-day Hume Lake Camp

8th Grade: 4-day Mission Trip, learning about and participating in service opportunities
in Los Angeles and our South Bay community

7th or 8th Grade: Washington, D.C. Trip with ACTS (American Christian Tours)

8th Grade: Overnight 8th Grade Leadership Retreat
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Special Events

We have special events throughout the year that provide great opportunities for fellowship with
our students and families, including the following:

● Thanksgiving Feast
● International/Grandparents Day
● Meet Me at the Flagpole
● Day of Prayer
● Science Fair

● Book Fairs
● I Love to Read Family Picnic
● Middle School Dances
● Year-End Picnic
● & More!
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APPENDIX

This section includes details regarding our online instruction separated by grade level.

Kindergarten
With colorful read-aloud texts, fun projects, and interactive online learning, our Kindergarten
curriculum creates a vibrant learning experience for young learners. Designed to develop the
foundational skills students will need in 1st Grade, our program weaves reading and writing
instruction and practice throughout the curriculum.

Using our integrated approach, students will develop critical thinking skills for reading while
learning phonics skills such as rhyming and word patterns in context. These skills will be further
reinforced as they begin to learn formal printing skills.

Using the research-based Singapore Math Method, our Kindergarten math course will help your
students develop strong number sense, mental math, and problem-solving skills. Perhaps most
importantly, these lessons make learning Math fun!

Additional classes students will learn and grow through include Bible, Social Studies, Science,
Health, & PE.

WHAT’S INCLUDED:

● Pathway Virtual Instructor Videos
● Quick Checks – auto-graded assessments to gauge understanding
● Math In Focus K e-text and Digi+
● Pearson ReadyGen Library e-texts
● Pearson ReadyGen Text Collection e-texts
● HMH Science Dimensions K e-text
● HMH ScienceFusion Virtual Labs
● HMH Science Dimensions You Solve It Simulations
● BrainPOP Jr. Interactive Activities
● Discovery Education STREAMING Videos
● MyMath Digital Resources
● Legends of Learning Games
● Pathway Brite Bible Curriculum
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Kindergarten ELA

Kindergartners learn to print and use their new skills to write about animals, their community,
and create a book about weather. Children read engaging texts that introduce phonics skills and
develop critical thinking.

Kindergarten Math

The focus in Kindergarten Math is on counting up to 100, addition, subtraction, measuring, and
shapes. Students engage in projects like making a number book to teach younger students, and
measuring and weighing an item to ship to a family in need.

Kindergarten Social Studies

The Social Studies curriculum introduces America’s historical figures, symbols, and holidays.
Students learn about globes and maps by making their very own treasure map. Kids are
introduced to jobs and money and learn how to write a resumé that highlights their special
talents.

Kindergarten Bible

Students will discover Jesus through the Bible, apply God’s word to their lives, and develop a
Biblical worldview in this course. They will study both the Old Testament and New Testament
through engaging lesson rooted in Biblical truths. Topics of study include the creation of the
earth, the promised land, kings, Jesus’ life and ministry, and church letters.

Kindergarten Science

Students observe patterns in the natural world to answer scientific questions, construct arguments
with evidence to support claims, develop and use models, and communicate solutions to provide
detail about scientific ideas. They learn about weather and create a weather forecast.

Kindergarten Health

Students are introduced to the concepts of personal safety, healthy behaviors, nutrition,
communication, disease prevention, basic anatomy, and physiology.

Kindergarten PE

Lessons help young learners establish a basic understanding of physical health and fitness.
Students learn key skills and develop healthy exercise habits. Online activity library included!

You can view sample lessons and read more about our online Kindergarten curriculum here.
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1st Grade
Our 1st Grade curriculum continues to build on and add to skills students learned in
Kindergarten. Over the course of the year, students will develop into increasingly independent
readers, writers, and critical thinkers.

Using our detailed Lessons, students will be guided as they:

● Develop a fuller range of phonics, comprehension, vocabulary, spelling, and fluency
skills.

● Express ideas in their own words through projects and writing opportunities woven
throughout the curriculum.

● Build a stronger foundation in math skills and concepts using research-based math
methods.

● See our country’s past come alive with read-aloud narratives about well-known explorers,
political figures, inventors, and leaders in American life.

● Investigate how light helps us see and sound travels over distance.

WHAT’S INCLUDED:

● Pathway Virtual Instructor Videos
● Quick Checks – auto-graded assessments to gauge understanding
● Math In Focus Grade 1 e-text and Digi+
● Pearson ReadyGen Library e-texts
● Pearson ReadyGen Text Collection e-texts
● HMH Science Dimensions Grade 1 e-text
● HMH ScienceFusion Virtual Labs
● HMH Science Dimensions You Solve It Simulations
● BrainPOP Jr. Interactive Activities
● Discovery Education STREAMING Videos
● MyMath Digital Resources
● Legends of Learning Games
● Pathway Brite Bible Curriculum

1st Grade ELA

Students gain independence in reading, learn more sight words, and become more adept at
distinguishing vowel sounds. They write a narrative about their favorite day and create a
persuasive poster about their favorite treat.
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1st Grade Math

Students continue learning addition and subtraction—now with two digit numbers. They explore
measurement, charts, graphs, time, money, and solid shapes. Students learn concepts by creating
a 3D cake design.

1st Grade Social Studies

This course introduces beginning economics and good citizenship. By interviewing a family
member, students come to understand how our country has changed over time. They learn about
the many uses of maps by making a “Personal Atlas to My Life.”

1st Grade Bible

Students will discover Jesus through the Bible, apply God’s word to their lives, and develop a
Biblical worldview in this course. They will study both the Old Testament and New Testament
through engaging lessons rooted in Biblical truths. Topics of study include the creation of the
earth, the promised land, kings, Jesus’ life and ministry, and church letters.

1st Grade Science

First graders investigate, analyze and interpret data, construct explanations and design solutions
to demonstrate grade-level proficiency. Students learn to predict movement pattern of objects in
the sky and then compare the sky where they live to that of students around the world.

1st Grade Health

First graders develop a basic understanding of the aspects of health. Topics of study include
personal safety, nutrition, communication, disease prevention, basic anatomy, and physiology.

1st Grade PE

In this digital format course, young learners focus on ways to be more active. Topics of study
include exercise safety, nutrition, and the values of cooperation and teamwork. Students learn
age-appropriate motor, non-locomotor, and manipulative skills. Activity library included!

You can view sample lessons and read more about our online 1st Grade curriculum here.

2nd Grade
Our 2nd Grade curriculum fully immerses students into the world of independent reading.

With our detailed lessons, second graders will be guided as they:
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● Deepen their love of reading and writing through engaging texts and writing activities.
● Explore the earth’s surface, the plant and animal world, and the characteristics of matter

through hands-on science projects, investigations, and virtual labs.
● Learn about our nation’s history, indigenous peoples, and government.
● Continue developing a strong number-sense as well as mental-math and problem-solving

skills using research-based methods.

WHAT’S INCLUDED:

● Pathway Virtual Instructor Videos
● Quick Checks – auto-graded assessments to gauge understanding
● Math In Focus Grade 2 e-text and Digi+
● Pearson ReadyGen Library e-texts
● Pearson ReadyGen Text Collection e-texts
● HMH Science Dimensions Grade 2 e-text
● HMH ScienceFusion Virtual Labs
● HMH Science Dimensions You Solve It Simulations
● BrainPOP Jr. Interactive Activities
● Discovery Education STREAMING Videos
● MyMath Digital Resources
● Legends of Learning Games
● Pathway Brite Bible Curriculum

2nd Grade ELA

Grade 2 students add more sight words and increase fluency by studying additional vowel
sounds, blends, and suffixes. Learners use their skills when interviewing a community leader and
then writing a biography about him or her.

2nd Grade Math

Second graders study 3-digit numbers, addition and subtraction to 1000, mental Math, data
collection, money, time, and shapes. Engaging projects include conducting a plant growth
experiment and organizing a fundraising event.

2nd Grade Social Studies

Students study Native Americans and how the United States transitioned to a land of immigrants.
Students will also learn about the U.S. government, economics and trade concepts. Learning is
made fun by creating a travel guide of favorite places and making a plan to earn and save money.

2nd Grade Bible

13



Students will discover Jesus through the Bible, apply God’s word to their lives, and develop a
Biblical worldview in this course. They will study both the Old Testament and New Testament
through engaging lessons rooted in Biblical truths. Topics of study include the creation of the
earth, the promised land, kings, Jesus’ life and ministry, and church letters.

2nd Grade Science

Second graders identify and perform guided investigations about the properties of matter to
create a matter scavenger hunt and use engineering principles to design a solution to prevent or
slow natural erosive processes that changes the shape of the land.

2nd Grade Art & Picture

This online course explores drawing techniques, perspective, and color theory and includes the
discussion and analysis of famous works of art.

2nd Grade PE

Physical Education focuses on how to become more fit and healthy. In this online course,
children learn about warm-up and cool down, water safety, goal setting, nutrition, muscle
strength, and flexibility, and are required to participate in regular physical activity. Activity
library included!

You can view sample lessons and read more about our online 2nd Grade curriculum here.

3rd Grade
Meteorologist. Map-maker. Storyteller. Citizen. PCPA’s 3rd Grade curriculum invites your child
to “live the lessons” while exploring the world through Science, Social Studies, English
Language Arts, Math, Bible, Art & PE.

With our detailed Lessons as their guide, third graders will:

● Explore the elements of narrative through the fables, folktales, and myths of diverse
cultures.

● Understand how geography informs how we live by studying different regions and
cultures of the U.S.

● Study our three branches of government and the meaning of citizenship
● Apply basic economic concepts in engaging projects.
● Develop logical reasoning and engineering design skills while investigating the principles

of force and motion and the life cycles of plants.
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● Continue to build math skills learned in 2nd Grade, and begin work with fractions,
two-step word problems, multiplication, and shapes.

WHAT’S INCLUDED:

● Pathway Virtual Instructor Videos
● Quick Checks – auto-graded assessments to gauge understanding
● Math In Focus Grade 3 e-text and Digi+
● Pearson ReadyGen Library e-texts
● Pearson ReadyGen Text Collection e-texts
● HMH Science Dimensions Grade 3 e-text
● HMH ScienceFusion Virtual Labs
● HMH Science Dimensions You Solve It Simulations
● BrainPOP Jr. Interactive Activities
● Discovery Education STREAMING Videos
● MyMath Digital Resources
● Legends of Learning Games
● Pathway Brite Bible Curriculum

3rd Grade ELA

Students read cross-curricular texts to increase subject knowledge and practice complex phonics
concepts. They write daily and compose an advertisement about an extreme place to live.

3rd Grade Math

Lessons employ active digital resources such as a digital place-value chart, used with base-ten
blocks to model addition and subtraction, and a digital beam balance to practice mental math and
estimation. Students learn about angles and lines, polygons, and area and perimeter by designing
a wildlife sanctuary.

3rd Grade Social Studies

Students develop ideas for helping their communities and starting their own business.
Project-based learning helps students grasp the concepts of economics. Students learn about
civics by developing and implementing a community service project.

3rd Grade Bible

Students will discover Jesus through the Bible, apply God’s word to their lives, and develop a
Biblical worldview in this course. They will study both the Old Testament and New Testament
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through engaging lessons rooted in Biblical truths. Topics of study include the creation of the
earth, the promised land, kings, Jesus’ life and ministry, and church letters.

3rd Grade Science

Virtual labs provide an opportunity for students to practice gathering evidence and defending
their claims. The Grade 3 curriculum weaves S.T.E.M. skills into lessons to spark a child’s
curiosity about these fields. Students learn about plant and animal reproduction, inheritance, and
life cycles by devising a plan to save the bee population.

3rd Grade Art & Picture

Budding artists learn drawing skills using lines, light sources, and motion while discussing and
analyzing famous works of art.

3rd Grade PE

Children learn about warm-up and cool down, water safety, goal setting, nutrition, muscle
strength and flexibility and are required to participate in regular physical activity. Activity library
included!

You can view sample lessons and read more about our online 3rd Grade curriculum here.

4th Grade
Our 4th Grade curriculum provides opportunities for students to exercise their creativity —
writing original compositions, applying their growing math and science knowledge in innovative
ways, and more.

With differentiation tips built into each lesson, learning guides will be able to adjust instruction
to their students’ unique abilities. Using our detailed Lesson Manuals as your guide, you’ll help
your students:

● Learn and apply the essential elements of explanatory/argumentative writing – from
presenting evidence to constructing an effective, grammatically correct paragraph.

● Apply the properties of light, energy, and waves and a knowledge of Earth processes to
solve real-world problems.

● Explore the ancient cultures of North America and our nation’s history from its founding
through the Civil War period.

● Learn the basics of geometry and solve problems involving simple fractions, decimals,
and units of measurement.

16

https://pathwaychristian.org/k-5-curriculum/3rd-grade


WHAT’S INCLUDED:

● Pathway Virtual Instructor Videos
● Quick Checks – auto-graded assessments to gauge understanding
● Math In Focus Grade 4 e-text and Digi+
● Pearson ReadyGen Library e-texts
● Pearson ReadyGen Text Collection e-texts
● HMH Science Dimensions Grade 4 e-text
● HMH ScienceFusion Virtual Labs
● HMH Science Dimensions You Solve It Simulations
● BrainPOP Jr. Interactive Activities
● Discovery Education STREAMING Videos
● MyMath Digital Resources
● Legends of Learning Games
● Pathway Brite Bible Curriculum

4th Grade ELA

A shift toward explanatory/argumentative writing is marked by an increase in non-fiction
reading. Students conduct research for an op-ed and then create an investigative journalism
report for a news show.

4th Grade Math

Math dives deeper into addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of whole numbers,
fractions, data, and graphing; measuring angles and symmetry, and calculating perimeter and
area of square and rectangles. Students build a travel itinerary, budget for a trip, and use
geometry to design a dream neighborhood.

4th Grade Social Studies

This year’s focus is on the geography and history of early North America, the Age of
Exploration, Colonial America, the American Revolution, and westward expansion up until the
Civil War. Students create virtual museum exhibits to showcase the history of their state.

4th Grade Bible

Students will discover Jesus through the Bible, apply God’s word to their lives, and develop a
Biblical worldview in this course. They will study both the Old Testament and New Testament
through engaging lessons rooted in Biblical truths. Topics of study include the creation of the
earth, the promised land, kings, Jesus’ life and ministry, and church letters.
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4th Grade Science

Students apply their knowledge of natural earth processes to generate and compare solutions to
determine the impacts of renewable and nonrenewable resources. Students employ the
engineering design process to design, test, and refine a device to stay safe during a collision.

4th Grade Art & Picture

In this online course, students explore drawing skills such as perspective and color theory.
Picture study includes the discussion and analysis of famous works of art.

4th Grade PE

In this online course, students learn age-appropriate motor, non-locomotor, and manipulative
skills, and are required to participate in regular physical activity.

You can view sample lessons and read more about our online 4th Grade curriculum here.

5th Grade
In 5th Grade, students will begin to draw meaningful connections between American History,
Literature, and Geography as they read texts ranging from the Newbery award-winning Hatchet
to the illustrated Explorers of North America.

With our detailed lessons, 5th-grade students will:

● Continue to develop strong writing skills, composing a short story, op-ed, narrative, and
explanatory texts.

● Develop literary analysis skills while exploring themes, characters, setting, and conflict in
texts chosen to engage your child’s imagination.

● Explore how the Earth’s geosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere, and biosphere interact.
● Investigate the history of the U.S. and his/her home state from Reconstruction through

the modern era.
● Continue developing a strong number-sense, mental-math and problem-solving skills

while learning to multiply two-digit numbers, practicing long division, and working with
decimals and fractions.

WHAT’S INCLUDED:

● Pathway Virtual Instructor Videos
● Quick Checks – auto-graded assessments to gauge understanding
● Math In Focus Grade 5 e-text and Digi+

18

https://pathwaychristian.org/k-5-curriculum/4th-grade


● Pearson ReadyGen Library e-texts
● Pearson ReadyGen Text Collection e-texts
● HMH Science Dimensions Grade 5 e-text
● HMH ScienceFusion Virtual Labs
● HMH Science Dimensions You Solve It Simulations
● BrainPOP Jr. Interactive Activities
● Discovery Education STREAMING Videos
● MyMath Digital Resources
● Legends of Learning Games
● Pathway Brite Bible Curriculum

5th Grade ELA

Students prepare for the rigor of Middle School by studying complex sentence structure and
reading challenging non-fiction. They write their own sci-fi narrative and choose a topic for an
opinion piece about issues that impact their community.

5th Grade Math

Math introduces students to multiplying two-digit numbers by two digit numbers, practicing long
division with and without remainders, adding subtracting, and multiplying unlike fractions and
mixed numbers, working with decimals, graphing on a coordinate plane, and calculating the
volume of solid figures.

5th Grade Social Studies

This year’s focus is on our nation’s growth after the Civil War—through World War I, World War
II, and the Cold War and into the Modern Era. Students create interactive virtual exhibits to show
their state’s history.

5th Grade Bible

Students will discover Jesus through the Bible, apply God’s word to their lives, and develop a
Biblical worldview in this course. They will study both the Old Testament and New Testament
through engaging lessons rooted in Biblical truths. Topics of study include the creation of the
earth, the promised land, kings, Jesus’ life and ministry, and church letters.

5th Grade Science

Students carry out investigations, design solutions, and generate fact-based opinions using
observation and data analysis. This year, learners develop a plan to decrease air pollution.
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5th Grade Art & Picture

5th grade artists explore contour, naturalism, and linear perspectives. In addition, students study
paintings from ancient Egypt through the modern art movement.

5th Grade PE

Students are required to participate in regular physical activities. The focus is on warm-up and
cool down, water safety, goal setting, nutrition, muscle strength, and flexibility. Activity library
included!

You can view sample lessons and read more about our online 5th Grade curriculum here.

Middle School | 6th Grade - 8th Grade

Middle school marks an important transition from elementary to secondary education. Our
virtual secondary school utilizes a hybrid home room approach to help ease this change and
support students as they develop independence.

In our engaging, flexible, online Christian middle school model, students have a humanities
teacher and a science/math teacher that team-teach. These instructors help support students
across core academics and electives as they develop independence required for success in
secondary school.

Our online Middle School is fully accredited by Cognia (formerly known as AdvancED), backed
by the recognition and authority of accrediting agencies NCA CASI, NWAC, and SACS CASI.
This matters because it demonstrates to parents, students, and other institutions that our online
program meets the research-based performance standards established for education accreditation.
In the future, when your child enters high school and, later, applies for college, accreditation can
help his or her chances of being accepted at the desired school.

Most importantly, our middle school experience is defined by a Christ-centered curriculum in a
faith-based, online learning environment. We provide daily live sessions, engaging content,
recorded tutorials, and opportunities for group interaction—all with a goal of equipping students
to have a godly influence on the world.

Discipleship, Mentorship & Leadership Development

Because we believe young people thrive with mentor relationships from Christian role models,
we’ve designed our online middle school program to provide a framework for discipleship,
mentorship, and leadership development. Through Bible classes, Chapel, Advisory, Student Led
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Clubs, and much more, teachers have the opportunities to become actively involved with the
growth and development of our middle school students.

Research-based Coursework

In our accredited online middle school, students engage in grade-appropriate content aligned
with national standards, completing learning activities that are research-based and effective.
English, social science, math, and science form the core. Electives in the arts, career exploration,
foreign language, STEM, and much more offer students unique experiences in learning.

Meaningful Community

Young people need a healthy community to grow and thrive. PCPA is not a course solution. We
are a vibrant, God-centered community where students have live classes together, complete
learning activities in groups, play fun games in community events, and explore learning together.
The flexibility of online learning does not have to be disconnected from others.

Adaptive Learning

Normed diagnostics and personalized learning paths meet our learners’ specific needs. No matter
if it’s additional grade-level support and intervention, or accelerated advancement to content at
higher grade levels, individualized instructional modules of secondary education online create a
learning journey that is personal and effective.

6th Grade Bible: Faith Foundations 1

In this course, students are introduced to a variety of key concepts foundational to the biblical
worldview. Students will go through the first section of the Understanding the Faith curriculum
that will challenge them to dive deeper into theology and to examine the nature of God, biblical
revelations, and other worldviews in light of God’s truth.

6th Grade ELA

This course provides a strong foundation in grammar and the writing process. It emphasizes
simple but useful composition and language mechanics strategies with multiple opportunities for
modeling practical, real-world writing situations that will enable students to improve their
written communication skills quickly. Through a variety of grade-appropriate reading selections,
students develop a clear understanding of key literary genres and their distinguishing
characteristics.
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6th Grade Math

This semester-long middle school course will provide students with a deep understanding and
mastery of the objectives that will prepare them for algebra. It is aligned to Common Core State
Standards, and is based on best practices in the teaching of mathematics and the disciplines of
STEM learning. Students will develop 21st century skills as they master ratios and proportional
relationships; the number system; and number visualization. The course is highly engaging while
being easy for teachers to customize and manage.

6th Grade Social Studies — World History: Ancient Civilization

In Middle School World History, learners will study major historical world events from early
human societies through to the present day. Multimedia tools including custom videos as well as
videos from the BBC, custom maps, and interactive timelines will help engage learners as they
complete this year-long course. They will explore the development of early humans and early
civilizations. They will be introduced to the origins of major world religions, such as Hinduism
and Buddhism. Also, learners will study the medieval period. Historical thinking and geography
skills will be taught and utilized throughout the course.

6th Grade Science

This inquiry- and lab-based course is designed to support modern science curriculum and
teaching practices. It robustly meets NGSS learning standards associated with a sixth-grade
integrated science course (NGSS Appendix K: Modified Conceptual Progression Model, p. 19),
focusing on basic physical science, Earth and space science, and ecosystems. Content topics
include structure and properties of matter, forces and motion, the Earth and space, the history of
the Earth, the interdependence of ecosystems, and weather and climate. Each lesson includes one
or more inquiry-based activities that can be performed online within the context of the lesson. In
addition, the course includes a significant number of hands-on lab activities. Approximately 40%
of student time in this course is devoted to true lab experiences, as defined by the National
Research Council (2006, p. 3).

7th Grade Bible: Faith Foundations 2

This course builds upon the concepts learned in Faith Foundations 1. Students will go through
the second section of the Understanding the Faith curriculum and explore answers to deep
questions about Christianity. Students will first take an in-depth look at the biblical metanarrative
and then use a biblical worldview to examine and respond to real-world issues.
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7th Grade ELA

English 7 Integrates the study of writing and literature through the examination of a variety of
genres. Students identify the elements of composition in the reading selections to understand
their function and effect on the reader. Practice is provided in narrative and expository writing.
Topics include comparison and contrast, persuasion, and cause and effect essays, as well as
descriptive and figurative language. Lessons are supplemented with vocabulary development,
grammar, and syntax exercises, along with an introduction to verbal phrases and research tools.

7th Grade Math

Math 7 builds on material learned in earlier grades, including fractions, decimals, and
percentages and introduces students to concepts they will continue to use throughout their study
of mathematics. Among these are surface area, volume, and probability. Real-world applications
facilitate understanding, and students are provided multiple opportunities to master these skills
through practice problems within lessons, homework drills, and graded assignments.

7th Grade Social Studies — World History: Modern Civilization

In Middle School World History, learners will study major historical world events from early
human societies through to the present day. Multimedia tools including custom videos as well as
videos from the BBC, custom maps, and interactive timelines will help engage learners as they
complete this year-long course. They will explore the development of early humans and early
civilizations. They will be introduced to the origins of major world religions, such as Hinduism
and Buddhism. Also, learners will study the medieval period. Historical thinking and geography
skills will be taught and utilized throughout the course.

Algebra 1

Algebra 1 is a completely re-designed course that offers 100% alignment to the Common Core
State Standards for Mathematics. The specific standard alignment for each lesson is visible to
both educators and students. In addition to the emphasis on alignment, the lessons in the new
course are designed to be shorter in length than lessons of previous versions, offering focused
exploration of topics to make concepts more digestible for students.Practice questions are
included with each lesson, including technology-enhanced items and explanations to assist
students in their understanding of the concepts. New features to support student mastery include
worksheets for practice and guided notes to help students record key takeaways as they move
through the tutorial.The course is also built around student engagement, with more interactive
lessons and videos that work through examples and model problem-solving skills.
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7th Grade Science

This inquiry- and lab-based course is designed to support modern science curriculum and
teaching practices. It robustly meets NGSS learning standards associated with a seventh-grade
integrated science course (NGSS Appendix K: Modified Conceptual Progression Model, p. 19),
focusing on cells, the life cycle, nutrition, chemical reactions, force fields, and energy. Content
topics include cells and human body systems, the life cycle, nutrition and energy, chemical
reactions, force fields, and energy.Each lesson includes one or more inquiry-based activities that
can be performed online within the context of the lesson. In addition, the course includes a
significant number of hands-on lab activities. Approximately 40% of student time in this course
is devoted to true lab experiences, as defined by the National Research Council (2006, p. 3).Lab
materials note: All hands-on labs employ relatively-common household materials. Please refer to
the Student Syllabus or Teacher’s Guide for details on lab materials.

8th Grade Bible: Faith Foundations 3

This course will wrap up students’ studies in the Understanding the Faith curriculum. Students
will apply all that they have learned to support them in tackling complex questions about God,
the Christian faith, truth, and evil and suffering. By the end of this course, students will be able
to list biblical truths, explain the role humans play in the Bible’s metanarrative, design arguments
defending the faith, and articulate why Christians should seek to influence the world.

8th Grade ELA

Extends the skills developed in English 7 through detailed study of parts of sentences and
paragraphs to understand their importance to good writing. Students also acquire study skills
such as time management and improved test-taking strategies. Other topics include punctuation,
word choice, syntax, varying of sentence structure, subordination and coordination, detail and
elaboration, effective use of reference materials, and proofreading.

8th Grade Math

This course is designed to enable all students at the middle school level to develop a deep
understanding of math objectives and leaves students ready for algebra. The first semester covers
objectives in transformations, linear equations, systems of equations, and functions. The second
semester focuses on scientific notation, roots, the Pythagorean Theorem and volume, and
statistics and probability. The course is based on the Common Core State Standards Initiative and
on a modern understanding of student learning in mathematics.
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Algebra 1

Algebra 1 is a completely re-designed course that offers 100% alignment to the Common Core
State Standards for Mathematics. The specific standard alignment for each lesson is visible to
both educators and students. In addition to the emphasis on alignment, the lessons in the new
course are designed to be shorter in length than lessons of previous versions, offering focused
exploration of topics to make concepts more digestible for students.Practice questions are
included with each lesson, including technology-enhanced items and explanations to assist
students in their understanding of the concepts. New features to support student mastery include
worksheets for practice and guided notes to help students record key takeaways as they move
through the tutorial.The course is also built around student engagement, with more interactive
lessons and videos that work through examples and model problem-solving skills.

8th Grade Social Studies — U.S. History

In Middle School U.S. History, learners will explore historical American events with the help of
innovative videos, timelines, and interactive maps and images. The course covers colonial
America through the Reconstruction period. Learners will develop historical thinking and
geography skills, which they will use throughout the course to heighten their understanding of
the material. Specific topics of study include the U.S. Constitution, the administrations of George
Washington and John Adams, the War of 1812, and the Civil War.

8th Grade Science

This inquiry- and lab-based course is designed to support modern science curriculum and
teaching practices. It robustly meets NGSS learning standards associated with an eighth-grade
integrated science course (NGSS Appendix K: Modified Conceptual Progression Model, p. 19).
Content topics include genes and adaptations, evolution, energy and the Earth, the Earth’s
changing climate, waves, and technology and human impacts on the Earth.Each lesson includes
one or more inquiry-based activities that can be performed online within the context of the
lesson. In addition, the course includes a significant number of hands-on lab activities.
Approximately 40% of student time in this course is devoted to true lab experiences, as defined
by the National Research Council (2006, p. 3).Lab materials note: All hands-on labs employ
relatively-common household materials. Please refer to the Student Syllabus or Teacher’s Guide
for details on lab materials.

Middle School PE

This course’s three units include Getting Active, Improving Performance, and Lifestyle. Unit
activities elevate students’ self-awareness of their health and well-being while examining topics
such as diet and mental health and exploring websites and other resources. In addition to being
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effective as a stand-alone course, the components can be easily integrated into other health and
wellness courses.

Middle School Electives

2D Studio Art

This is where art is born, and in 2D Studio Art, you’ll learn how to bring your art visions to life.
Whatever medium you prefer—painting, drawing, photography—this course will teach you the
design elements and principles needed to create a work of art, explore your artistic inspirations,
travel back in time to look at art in different cultures, and gain insight about the art of critiquing.
If you’ve ever dreamed about making a living as an artist, this course will give you the tools and
background that you need to turn those dreams into a reality!

Art History & Appreciation

Art has played a significant role in every major civilization throughout the history of man. The
emergence of different art forms often reflects the values that a civilization deems important:
religion, labor, love, political change, or even commerce. Since artwork and cultural values are
so closely related, studying art is a compelling way to learn about the people who produced it.Art
has played a significant role in every major civilization throughout the history of man. The
emergence of different art forms often reflects the values that a civilization deems important:
religion, labor, love, political change, or even commerce. Since artwork and cultural values are
so closely related, studying art is a compelling way to learn about the people who produced it.

Career Exploration

How do you pick a career path when you’re not sure what’s even out there? This course allows
you to begin exploring options in fields such as teaching, business, government, hospitality,
health science, IT, and more! You’ll align your interests, wants, and needs to career possibilities,
including the required education for each. Let’s find a pathway that works for you.

Journalism

Are you someone who likes to get the story straight? Do you always want to know more? Who?
What? When? Where? How? These are the details that make for a great story. Knowing how to
find these key facts and then write them up in a way that makes it easy for others to read about it
is the skill of a true journalist. In Middle School Journalism: Tell Your Story, you’ll learn how
ask the right questions, look for the details, and find the story in any situation. You’ll learn how
to gather information effectively, organize ideas, format stories for media production, and edit
your articles. Get ready to break that news!
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Photography

Do you have vacation photos or pics of your pet that need a little editing? How about getting
ready to add that new selfie you took to your social media platform? Taking photos is an art, and
editing photos is a skill that many photographers seek to master. Explore how to manipulate
angles and lighting, the purpose for different types of photo files, how to use different software
to edit photos, and safe places you can store them. You’ll be well on your way to being an editing
guru when you’re done with this course.

Coding

Spanish A/B

Spanish is the most spoken non-English language in U.S. homes, according to the Pew Research
Center. There are overwhelming cultural, economic, and demographic reasons for students to
achieve mastery of Spanish. Spanish 1A and B engage students and use a variety of activities to
ensure student engagement and to promote personalized learning. These courses can be delivered
completely online, or implemented as blended courses, according to the unique needs of the
teacher and the students.
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